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Sales at last ... 10 Bell 525 helicopters have been sold to oil comapny Equinor.

HI Uplift: Bell 525 Relentless aims to quench demand for medium lift

Relentless is a popular name — from energy drinks to US warships (and even a
24th century Star Trek patrol vessel). Another chapter is opening for this heroic
name with the first commercial order for Bell's 525 Relentless super-medium
helicopter. Can it carve out a legendary career in resurgent offshore markets and

elsewhere?

The first order — from oil and gas giant Equinor, which recently opened the
aircraft’s sales book with a booking for 10 aircraft — must be a welcome relief. The

Bell 525 was launched at Heli-Expo 2012 in Dallas and completed its maiden flight


https://usg02.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.corporatejetinvestor.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FW%2B113%2Fd2-Nvp04%2FVX8cnH79P1whW79YxBs6VstrkW2jjqKJ5bYjHRN824Dz63lYMRW6N1vHY6lZ3lkW3GHPqz8gtRZcW86X11h6fLSLWW2Z59dY3RKwmjW2rmcVK8z_006N7LS1v3MRJgzVWfQcT6dS6MbW1yQfh982PrvHW5bV5km2js4SYW2QvKNM7khJB1W2xhZ1G2lHhc2N1_Jb38ngTTlW1HWBYP2WVwZTW8dV0jK76vZGGW8r4-8w2c3qsRW356jSB2mfjLDW4l5Fth2H_0C8W4BWpJ81C73VnW7BTgdM3Y9Y5xN1Tz_8xbz1GjW2t9pXM5SKLLcW1Mm4CW3F6wZvW8jj7DG1jrm96f5bBy1g04&data=05%7C02%7Ckbaird%40bellflight.com%7C08aa12f5950e4d34c0cf08dc49c4834e%7Cb347614d8a514dfe8bf716d51e6f6db8%7C0%7C0%7C638466355571250762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LWoheOb8VvzWyB7mi9XqFVKh82mOTkri%2Fn%2FM%2FoDPgCk%3D&reserved=0

on July 1st, 2015. The manufacturer is still working towards Bell 525 FAA

certification. And the global pandemic has caused significant delays.

Bell certainly sees the sale as a landmark transaction. The manufacturer’s chief
commercial officer Danny Maldonado tells us: “Bell’'s agreement with Equinor is an
exciting step closer in its path to bring the Bell 525’s revolutionary technology and

capabilities to North Sea offshore operations.”

Maldonado described the 525 as a step-change in technology for the rotorcraft
industry and “foundationally different” from any other offshore helicopter available
today. It’s a clean sheet design shaped by an offshore customer advisory panel. A

key requirement was to address the rigorous safety requirements of the industry.

“For example, the main rotor gear box design uses separation, redundancy and
low speed gears to create a safer gearbox capable of passing the EASA one-hour
Loss of Lubrication Test,” says Maldonado. “Additionally, the fly-by-wire control
architecture acts as a full-time autopilot, which reduces pilot workload and fatigue

through every phase of flight.”

Transport up to 20 passengers

The aircraft incorporates fly-by-wire flight controls and is powered by two General
Electric CT7-2F1 turboshaft engines. They deliver a maximum speed of 190mph
(306km/h) and a range of 644 miles (1,037km). It has the capacity to transport up
to 20 passengers or a useful load of 8,200Ibs (3,700kg). By the end of last year,



the manufacturer’s test fleet of four aircraft had logged well over a combined total

of 3,000 hours of flight testing.
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A key part of the manufacturer’s pitch is the aircraft’s sustainability performance. It
is said to offer significant benefits in supporting the oil and gas industry’s
sustainability objectives by consuming 30% less fuel per hour of operation than
the heavy class helicopters that fly offshore today on the Norwegian Continental
Shelf. Bell is currently exploring the benefits of SAF across its commercial
production aircraft, with the Bell 525 already completing a number of SAF-fuelled

flights.

So, what persuaded oil giant Equinor to invest in the Bell 5257 First, the reason for
its purchase. The company plans to deploy the aircraft — alongside five new
Leonardo AW189 aircraft — for passenger transport on the Norwegian Continental
Shelf. Both feature technological innovations in terms of helicopter safety, reduced
CO2 emissions, pilot support systems, passenger comfort and external noise

reduction, according to Equinor.

The new aircraft will supplement the existing fleet of Sikorsky S-92s. “All three

helicopter models meet stringent safety requirements. By increasing from one to
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three helicopter models on the NCS we get more flexibility and regularity,” said

Kjetil Hove, executive vice president, Exploration & Production Norway, Equinor.

‘Safe and efficient logistics’

@rjan Kvelvane, senior vice president for joint operations support at Equinor: “We
depend on safe and efficient logistics operations to maintain a high activity level
on the NCS well into the future. The new models feature technological
improvements in terms of pilot support systems, passenger comfort and noise

reduction.”

Union representatives at Equinor endorsed the choice of the Bell 525.

All Equinor unions, including the safety delegates, had endorsed the helicopters’
selection, according to the company. (Top safety standards have never been more

important after the fatal crash last month of a search and rescue (SAR) S-92
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helicopter off the Norwegian coast, operated by Bristow on behalf of the oll

company).

The 10 Relentless helicopters placed with Equinor can certainly look forward to a
full flight programme. Each year the company transports 160,000 offshore
employees to and from the Norwegian Continental Shelf with transfers totalling
more than 24,000 flight hours. Annual landings on Equinor-operated installations

in the area amount to about 16,000.

Bell's path to its first commercial 525 sale to Equinor was eased by Norwegian
Aviation and Defense Group (NADG), which represented the manufacturer in
Norway. Its chief executive Ole Petter Bakken said: “Bell has delivered aircraft and
reliable services for more than 30 years to Norwegian operators, both in the
government and commercial spheres, and will continue to do the same to the
Norwegian Continental Shelf and the energy sector. We are looking forward to

developing this further with Equinor.”

Offshore-configured aircraft

Production of the Bell 525 production is ramping up at the manufacturer's Amarillo
Assembly Center. Offshore-configured aircraft are expected to roll off the Texas
production line later this year. Equinor expects to receive four Bell 525s in 2026,
with the additional six aircraft delivered between 2027-2030. The financial terms of

the deal remain confidential.



After a long wait for a launch customer, Maldonado sums up the Bell 525’s
intended industry appeal like this: “The Bell 525 technology provides a
generational leap forward and will revolutionise offshore oil and gas operations by

providing enhanced safety capabilities, reliability and optimised operations.”

Meanwhile, there’s no doubting the Bell 525’s legendary name. But will it quench
demand for medium lift in offshore and other markets? Since the major oil
companies generally judge 10 years to be the primary mission life of offshore
helicopters, why not make a date to find out by checking back with Helicopter

Investor on Tuesday March 21st 20347

Have a grand end of week,

Mike

Mike Stones
Helicopter Investor

mike @ corporatejetinvestor.com

PS: If you enjoy our newsletters please encourage colleagues to sign up

here. Thanks.
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This is the ONLY Helicopter event dedicated to helicopter finance, transactions

and operations. Each year, Helicopter Investor London brings together the

industry’s most important operators, financiers, manufacturers, leasing companies,
appraisers, lawyers, investors and other leading figures involved in growing the

global helicopter market, you simply cannot afford to miss this event!

By securing your Helicopter Investor London ticket now, you save over £300 on

the full-price ticket. Secure your ticket HERE, we also offer multiple delegate

discounts.

Helicopter Investor News

Heli insights on post pandemic world —in three models: LCI Analytics

VIP helis feature in the latest edition of CJIQ

Flexjet S-76 stars at Palm Beach boat show, as regional demand rises

Stellantis buys additional 8.3m shares in Archer

HI Uplift: Why ‘eVTOL nirvana is a million miles away’
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HI Uplift Dashboard: Helicopters for sale
Multi engine

o Total for sale/lease: 312 — one more than last week
e Percentage for sale/lease: 4.15
e Absorption rate: 5.2

o Total fleet: 7,524 — three more than last week.
Single engine

o Total for sale/lease: 409 — the same as last week
e Percentage for sale/lease: 3.54
e Absorption rate: 3.91

e« Total fleet: 11,569 — three more than last week.

Source: AMSTAT, March 21st, 2024.
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Keep updated on all US and UK-sanctioned aircraft in our latest addition to

Semaphore Intelligence. Sanctioned aircraft is updated manually by our team of

investigative journalists as and when new aircraft are added to sanctions lists.

We will keep you updated on the risks you face and as always we are here to

help. Let us know if you would like to raise a flag.

Copyright © 2024 Helicopter Investor, All rights reserved.
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