
Depot Boijmans Van Beuningen

- MVRDV Design



Opening Q4 2021 - The picturesque city of Den Bosch, the commonly-known
name for 's-Hertogenbosch in the south of the Netherlands, blends medieval
architecture, a centuries-old canal system with a known-Burgundian culture.
Den Bosch offers authentic boat tours, captivating cultural activities, boutique
shopping and a rich variety of culinary experiences. The Den will be set in
Paleiskwartier, one of the city’s newly developed districts next to Central
Station bursting with greenery and a stroll away from the city centre and the
nature reserve. The hotel is set to become a modern cosmopolitan gem,
showcasing a flowing design using sensual, organic shapes inspired by
water, echoing the city’s historical rivers. The energetic Burgundian vibrancy
floats throughout the hotel, from the Living room, Restaurant & Bar The Den
stretching all the way up to the hotel’s stunning rooftop Restaurant & Bar
Current. With Restaurant & Bar Current the city will have a new destination on
top of The Den offering a culinary experience with two outside terraces
overlooking the city and its green environment. 
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Melle van Uden - Cluster General Manager

The Slaak Rotterdam and The Den 's-

Hertogenbosch, both Tribute Portfolio

hotels by Marriott International

Rotterdam is a diverse city with an

innovative character; it’s young,

vibrant and multicultural with 174

nationalities living and working

here. The city is widely known as

the City of Architecture. Today you

will find many different

architectural styles: new buildings

amplify post war reconstruction

houses and buildings from the

fifties and sixties. And besides

that, you find renovated projects

from the seventies and eighties. A

great mixture! 

The construction goes on: high

rise buildings and multifunctional

icons, like the Zalmhaven Tower

and Markthal, are continuously

changing the city’s skyline.

The Depot Boijmans Van Beuningen, a
new iconic building, will open its doors
to the public later this year. This
building will amaze you: it reflects our
city on the outside with its mirror walls
and on the inside it forms the worlds’
largest art storage on display. 

Our General
Manager's
view on 
our city
Rotterdam

In this Reporter we are happy to share the
history of the city’s most famous museum,
leading to the construction of The Depot.
We introduce you Sjarel Ex, Director of the
Museum, and the Reporter of this Reporter
edition.

The Slaak Rotterdam is housed in a
converted Reconstruction Monument
(1954), called the Slaakhuys. The building
by architect Jo Vegter was designed for
‘de Arbeiderspers’ (a publishing house)
and the newspaper Het Vrije Volk. In this
building stories were made and shared.
Since the opening of the hotel we
collected many new stories and still
explore new ones every day! People who
worked at the Slaakhuys or visited the
building for reading the news, buying
books or an exhibition keep sharing their
stories with us. To support this, we
organize meetings, make the history
visible in the hotel and open up our public
areas for exhibitions and small (music)
events. The Slaak Rotterdam is a lively
place where people can meet, share and
create new stories. Please feel welcome!

Introducing the opening of a new Tribute Portfolio Hotel in the Netherlands

THE DEN, 'S-HERTOGENBOSCH
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SJAREL EX
Director of Museum 

Boijmans Van Beuningen

Depot Boijmans Van Beuningen

- Daria Scagliola



Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen: a museum shaped

by private collectors. The Boijmans Van Beuningen

Museum is an internationally renowned multifaceted

museum in the heart of our city. Sjarel Ex has been

Director of the museum since 2004 and is our guest in

this reporter.

What attracted you the most in Rotterdam and your

new job back then?

‘The international atmosphere of the city, its connection with
the port and the river and of course certain pieces in the
collection of the Boijmans, like Bruce Nauman’s cage. Visitors
to the museum are often astonished by the wealth and variety
of the collection. This is thanks to 1700 private collectors
who have gifted no fewer than 30,000 objects in almost 170
years’. 

The museum derives its name from two important collectors:
Frans Boijmans and Daniël George van Beuningen. They
added many masterpieces to the collection, including the
‘Achilles series’ by Peter Paul Rubens and ‘A Cornfield, in the
Background the Zuiderzee’ by Jacob van Ruisdael. 

The Boijmans Museum started in 1849 in the Schielandshuis.
A devastating fire destroyed a mayor part of the building and
the art collection in 1864. After a rebuilt the Museum
Boijmans re-opens in 1867. In 1935 the museum moved to
its current location, at the Museum Park and renamed
Boijmans Van Beuningen. 

The building is located along the so called Cultural Mile: a route
starting at the Central Station, along the sculpture route, the
Museumpark with Boijmans, the Depot, the New Institute,
Kunsthal and the Museum of natural history and ending up at the
river Maas at the World museum. Nowadays Boijmans Van
Beuningen is listed among the most important and active
institutions in the cultural field in the Netherlands and Europe.

The museum is known for its superb collections of paintings,
sculptures, and applied and decorative arts from across the
continent. Painters of the 14th to 16th centuries are particularly
well represented, with works by Hubert and Jan van Eyck,
Hieronymus Bosch, and Pieter Bruegel the Elder. The 17th
century is represented by Rembrandt and Rubens, later centuries
are represented by Monet, Gauguin, and Van Gogh. The
collection of modern painters include Picasso, Matisse, and
Chagall. 

Looking back at all the exhibitions/projects, do you

have an absolute favourite?

‘Difficult. One of my favourites was the JCJ van der Heyden
exhibition, a smaller show at the end of his life, with ten of his
own favourites in a very special setting. It was a
‘gesamtkunstwerk’, a great hit on a drum, people that have seen
it will now why’.

What in your opinion are the biggest challenges?

‘Museums have permanent collections, and an ever-changing
audience, each 15 years, generation after generation. All new
visitors look with curiosity and with a different perception. This is
a challenging merger, which makes the museums dynamic’.

The museum organizes 30 exhibitions per year in Rotterdam
including, many international collaborations. The number of
visitors increased from round and about 185.000 in 2006 to
about 300.000 in the recent years. For instance from 2010 to
2014, during the summer, the museum mounted specific
installations in the former 5000 square meter submarine wharf at
RDM/Heijplaat. 

Renovation and rebuilding

Many decades and millions of visitors later, the 1935-building
was exhausted and in need of major maintenance. Since 2019
the museum is closed for an extensive renovation and
modernisation. This major renovation and rebuilding programme,
another challenge, is expected to take seven years. The first
project is to remove all asbestos, then followed by renovation and
renewal. Francine Houben of the Dutch architecture firm
Mecanoo is responsible for the renovation. 

Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen

- Aad Hogendoorn
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Boijmans in Transit

During the rebuilding, the collection will remain visible as
part of ‘Boijmans Next Door’, in which eight neighbouring
institutions are hosting exhibitions featuring works from
the museum’s collection. A special event was the ‘Drive-
thru in Ahoy (August 2020). For the first time ever: 3
weeks, 7 days a week, 10 hours a day. Driving a car
throught the dark hall of Ahoy, in search of top art pieces
from the Boijmans collection.  Other projects are
‘Boijmans Abroad’, a series of international travelling
exhibitions with masterpieces from the collection and
‘Boijmans in the Classroom’. Artworks from the
collection are also being used as teaching aids in schools
in Rotterdam. 

What project during Boijmans in Transit are

you looking forward to the most? 

‘That will be the project that is still formative and not
even defined, and developed in the flow that is still
ahead’.

And finally the new icon: The Depot

In October 2021 a new city icon will be set to open for
the public: Depot Boijmans Van Beuningen. In the
world’s first publicly accessible art storage facility
151,000 artworks will be displayed in its entirety. In
other words the collection will be shared with ‘the world’.
Visitors are welcome to browse amongst the artworks,
alone or with a guide, and get behind-the-scenes
glimpses of - among other things - conservation and
restoration. 

The Depot features exhibition halls, a rooftop garden,
and a restaurant, in addition to an enormous amount of
storage space for art and design. The Depot was
designed by MVRDV, a Rotterdam-based architecture
and urban design practice. The bureau is also known for
the iconic Markthal (2014).

The exterior of Depot Boijmans Van Beuningen looks spectacular with
its mirrored façade that reflects the entire city. The interior will be
equally spectacular. For the interior design and public art works,
Boijmans has teamed up with artists John Körmeling, Marieke van
Diemen and Pipilotti Rist. The Restaurant is designed by Concrete
Architects, based in Amsterdam.

What about the choice for designers for the Depots’

interior?

‘We selected these artists and designers because they are capable to
intensify the visitors’ experience. The exterior is reflecting, the interior
takes you away in a dense, mechanical maze that activates the value
of the holdings’.

7 years is a long time to look ahead but do you have

ambitions/dreams for the period after re-opening?

'What I enjoy most is imagining how people will move through the
depot, a new typology, the museum, with its collections and shows,
and the Museumpark. Altogether a cultural Garden of Eden, where
people meet and enjoy themselves in great spirits, fulfilled with visual
experiences that bring optimism and faith in mankind’.

Check out Sjarel's Ex top things to-do while in Rotterdam on the next
page!

‘

SJAREL'S 'MUST-DO' 

IN THE DEPOT: 

"Keep breathing"

Depot Boijmans Van Beuningen

- Aad Hogendoorn

Depot Boijmans Van Beuningen

 - Ossip van Duivenbode
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The Platform Wederopbouw Rotterdam
created a fine website which tells the
story of the post-war reconstruction of
Rotterdam. Starting point is the wartime
bombardment with a time line up to the
present day, focussing on the eastern
section of the city centre. That’s the
place where the city’s reconstruction
started, when the first pile was driven
into the ground on 15 April 1941.
In addition to the architecture and city
planning, personal stories from people

The Slaak Rotterdam is housed in a
converted Post War Reconstruction
Monument. It was built for the publishing
house ‘De Arbeiderspers’ and newspaper
'Het Vrije Volk'.  Reconstruction is the term
used to denote the redevelopment of the
Netherlands after the destruction of World
War II. Rotterdam tackled its reconstruction
in the most rigorous and consistent
manner, applying new ideas concerning
functional planning. The main goal was to
build 'a new, better and more beautiful
city’. The reconstruction period chiefly
covers the period between 1945 and about
1968. Nowadays Rotterdam is seen as the
ultimate City of Reconstruction.  In
Rotterdam 26 ‘reconstruction buildings’ are
listed as Monument of National Heritage.
They tell the story about the history,
economic and cultural development and
modern architecture of post war Rotterdam.
Each building and often also the
surrounding neighbourhood, has its own
story to tell. 

who lived through the post-war years
are shared through words and pictures
on its website.  If you search on
"Slaakhuys" you can find the stories
about our former print house. Did you
know there used to live two families in
the building? Hans Hollander shares his
story living in the building as a young
boy, with his sister and his parents. His
father worked for 'Het Vrije Volk'.

www.platformwederopbouw.nl

ROTTERDAM'S RECONSTRUCTION

De Rotterdamse Oogst Market
in Noord: once a week
shopping fresh groceries, fruit
and vegetables while enjoying
a nice coffee. It is located next
to "De Rotte" and
"Noordplein", this is a must
visit for all fresh product
enthusiasts.
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TIPS OF OUR REPORTER SJAREL

The 'ArtWalks' through
Rotterdam are a great way to
explore Rotterdam. There are
special Street Art routes, but
also routes for kids or
students. Stroll through
Rotterdam using the app and
you’ll learn something new!
www.rotterdamroutes.nl

Since 2019 Rotterdam has
the first floating farm in the
world. Floating farm is to pass
by and get a good glimpse
when you visit the farm shop,
full of dairy and other fine
produce. This innovative
project is  initiated with the
goal to counter food waste.

One of my favorite restaurants
is Héroine which is located in
the monument building 'Het
Industrie Gebouw' within
walking distance of the hotel,
offering an excellent five- and
seven course menu. Start with
an apertive at the bar and be
intrigued by the design. 

http://www.rotterdamseoogst.nl/home/
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OUR SLAAK ASSOCIATES TIPS

Front Office

Head Chef

Personal Trainer

Food & Beverage

The Rotterdamse Oogst Market. 

'Each Saturday for 10 – 17 there is a small but fine
market at Noordplein: local farmers, urban food. Fine
pure and fresh produce from the region, the type of local
products we like to use our Restaurant & Bar Didot34.
And since you are there, also explore the Zwaanhals
area with nice and trendy shops, cafés and restaurants,
including local Beer Brewery Noordt.'

A walk around the Kralingse Plas. 

'A walk of about 5km with an ever-changing scenery: every
season is different. Perferct for walking or running. My
favourite stop is restaurant ‘De Tuin van de Vier
Windstreken’, sitting on the terrace you have a stunning view
at the Rotterdam sky line.'

Pizza bar di Vicini

'My favourite hangout for pizza’s, a good glass of wine
or a cold Peroni. The place to be in Kralingen for an
afternoon drink on the terrace or at one of the high seats
at the  bar inside. The host makes you feel welcome and
if you can't make up your mind, he knows how to
surprise you.'

 

Van Nelle Factory

'The Van Nelle Factory is a must to visit because of its
history. Every ‘Rotterdammer’ knows this former coffee, tea
and tobacco factory. This very innovative first ‘daylight
factory’ in Europe, was built in 1927 and declared a Unesco
World Heritage site in 2014. Van Nelle now houses numerous
companies, including our other Enforce location: the biggest
gym in the former canteen building’.
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Discover the neighboorhood Kralingen, traditionally known as the "chic district" of
Rotterdam. The history of Kralingen is partly determined by the country estates
that arose around Kralingen Castle from 1600 onwards. Once the area had over
40 of these estates. Nowadays only 5 remain.  In 1895 the old Kralingen village
was attached to Rotterdam. Kralingen offers a nice mixture of architecture, rural
city life, green outdoor space and romantic residential areas. Our walk takes you
through this diverse area. Last part of the track is set out along the river Maas,
providing you with a stunning view at the Rotterdam skyline. The route is about
3,5 kilometres long and is marked on the map. There is also a shorter version of
approx. 2 kilometres. So put on your walking shoes and enjoy this walk. 

- Rotterdams Warenhuis, Frits Ruysstraat 46

This Rotterdam Store is specialized in original gadgets with a
Rotterdam ‘twist’, like books, cards, sweets and beers, you
name it. The perfect spot for a unique local gift.

- Jordy’s Bakery, Vlietlaan 52

A favourite among the locals. it is their 3rd shop is located in a
beautiful building at the corner of the Vlietlaan. Jordy’s offers
breakfast, lunch, brunch and of course their ‘regular’ home
made produce. We love their cakes and sandwiches. 

- Camels and Co, Vlietlaan 28

Bringing the Maroccan and western culture together. Here you
will find fine handcrafted gifts and interior items. We warn you,
once you are their you want to buy everything.

- Banketbakkerij Carlier, Avenue Concordia 57

Entering this shop will take you way back in time. Not only the
shops’ interior but also the product range is old fashioned. Try
their artisanal home baked cookies and bonbons!

- Arboretum Trompenburg, Honingerdijk 86

Trompenburg (est. in 1820) is a beautifully designed botanic
garden, boasting a large collection of trees, shrubs, perennials
etc. It is a real treasure trove for any plant lover and an oasis of
tranquillity for walkers away from the hustle of the city. Enjoy
the serene beauty of Trompenburg Gardens & Arboretum. 

- SUSAN BIJL store & office, Oostzeedijk 108

The second Susan Bijl Store in Rotterdam, a well known local
designer because her strong nylon shopping bags with the
signature flash in different colors. Also available here: furniture
and interior accessories by Valerie Objects and other designers.
 

- Aloha Bar, Maasboulevard 102

It’s one of the first low waste cocktail bars in the country. Aloha
is located in Blue City, surfin’ the new economy. Housed in the
former Tropicana swimming paradise with a stunning terrace
overlooking the river Maas. 

KRALINGEN WALK
 by The Slaak Ambassador - Annemiek
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ROTTERDAMS WARENHUIS, Frits Ruysstraat 46

CAMALS & CO, Vlietlaan 28

JORDY'S BAKERY, Vlietlaan 52

PIZZABAR DI VICINI, Lusthofstraat 2a

JUFFROUW VAN ZANTEN, Lusthofstraat 27a

RUMOURS CONCEPT STORE, Lusthofstraat 57

GIGI TOF, Lusthofstraat 72

IJSSALON DOPPIO, Lusthofstraat 71

BANKETBAKKERIJ CARLIER, Avenue Concordia 57

LOKANTA PROEFLOKAAL, Waterloostraat 148

HOFLAANKERK, Oudedijk 2

ARBORETUM TROMPENBURG, Honingerdijk 86

HEMEL OP AARDE, Oostzeedijk Beneden 205

LA VITA È BELLA, Oostzeedijk Beneden 229

SUSAN BIJL FLAGSTORE @ De Achtertuin, Oostzeedijk 108

153A SECOND HAND FASHION, Oostzeedijk Beneden 153

ALOHA BAR, Maasboulevard 102
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Slaak Ambassador


